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Folk in Parker’s Footsteps.

A year or so before the St. Louls conven-
tion Judge Parker, whose name was on the
lips of the politicians, addressed by invl-
tatlon the Bar Assoclation of Georgia. His
friends Insisted that there was no political
slgnificance in the visit, but the public
doubted, as the public will. The visit was
not 4 success. The theme of the address
was dry even for lawyers, and Judge
Parker's handshake stirred no blood. Still,
Parker boom prospered, and at the St

the
Louils conventlon Georgla, with other south-
e states, assisted in making the New
Yourk jurist the demoeratlic candidate for

I'rosident.  The Georgia address, despite the
dendal a4t the time, had set the Parker presi-
dential ball a-rolling.

Joseph W. Folk now enjoys something of
the Imterest that then attached to Judge
Farker. That is to say, there are people
who see in Lim his party's coming man. He
bas much to recommend him—ability, char-
acter, admirable work In office and a wor-
thy ambition to go higher. He Is compara-
tively young, but his friends think he ought
to make hay while the sun shines, and they
wre keening his merits well before the pub-
Lie

The night Mr. Folk by Invitation
addressed the Bar Assoclation of Kentucky.
Pollties did not dictate the Invitation, and
no politics in the address. It ran
Importance of executing all laws
ohllgations of all officials to do
wn duty at all times. The subjeet,
was pat to the speaker, and

ot her

there wis

i the
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ity be seen,

1 andled ft well. te spoke with knowl-
edee and from an experience altogether
tao himself. The address must

« interested the audience and enhanced

spenker in the estimation of his hearers.

Now, 45 to the future. Will this address
s the Folk presidential boom a-rolling?
Shall we teor of the young governor at

and on subjects calculated to
faith and 7

interest in him?
I seeking office one noed not go stralght
1t is often advisable to advance by
sy and roundabout stages, and especially
s this true of presidential aspirants. Lot
Mr. Folk go on accepting invitations and
muking addresses and deny as often as he
pleases that the White House has anything
whatever to do with it
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Vacationing.

I"ather is studying time tables and the
fare schedules and the hotel ads. Mother
i< looking for bargains In dress goods.
“fub” and *8is" are planning how to
srond their pocket money to best advantage

r : luxuries of outing outflts. The whole
ally, Indeed, i3 hard at work getting
reandy to go vacationing. In a few days
the trains and boats will be carrying off
scores and hundreds; bound east,
north, west and even south; for the moun-
tains, the seashore, the farm, the sea. Some
to stay all summer, some only for
@ week., Father may go with the family,

remain throughout the season, or merely

get (! folks settled. Or he may bid
2 oodd-Liye at the station or the wharf and
promise to join the others later. Indeed,
hwre is no greater varlety of conditlons
all the routine of the year's exist-

than in this matter of the summer out-
ing. And yet the bustle of changing the
scene s caused by one single thought, to
Some folks need a new atmos-
the sake of jaded lungs, tired
rheumatic bones, over-taxed stom-
Some need quiet scenes to soothe the

Some just need a plaln rest, any-
where, in any clrcumstances so that the old
sight2 and sounds are forgotten fur a time.
And some move off In summer merely from
habit, béhind the habit 1s an
to break In upon the
conditions of life
Vacationlug is based

1 It Is unwholesome
L to eat nothing but mezt, or po-
biread e m
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veuperate
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prevent disturbance. A way must be found
to bring the chance of a successful inter-
ference with the switch to the minimum.

It is of course to be remembered that
the open switch {s not the only means at
the disposal of the traln wrecker. He can
derail the locomotive and cars by laying
i tie across the track or by loosening the
end of a rall. If bent upon causing a dis-
aster he has but to go outside of the sta-
tion bounds, Into the epen country, where
he wiil be free from possible observation,
and with little trouble put the track in
condition for an accident.

This is a risk that must always be run.
It is difficult to meet It, although it can
be offset in some degree by the multipli-
cation of the guards, and the malntenance
of a virtually continuous track inspection
force. The cost of such a service would
be heavy, but if train wreckers are ac-
tually at work, determined to wreak ven-
geance upon the rallroads or to make op-
portunities for pillage, some such system
must be adopted for the sake of the public.

There Is no sufficlent penaity for the
wretech who would wreck a traln for any
purpose. His death reaches the limit of
the law's capabilities. But so frightful Is
the crime, so great the loss and suffering
entalled by his wicked enterprise, that such
a eriminal. In the eyes of the public, merits
some pecullar form of punishment to ad-
monish all possible Imitators. And the first
thing to be done is to catch the man.

Odor of the Auto.

Sometimes the expected happens. The
breath of the automobile has been found to
be bad, It has long been thought by those
persons whose sense of smell {3 delicate
enough to percelve a difference between
June roses and a garbage can that the odor
of the auto was pungent. Friends of speed.
advocates of laceration, devotees of dislo-
catlons, patrons of the smash and other ad-
mirers of the auto have held that the at-
mosphere of a gasoline tank Is Incense
sweet enough to sprinkle on the wings of
angels. A gentle wind soughing from the
south, freighted with the aroma of cherry
blossoms, elder flowers and new mown hay
has seemed to the automobilions no richer,
no sweeter, no more seductive than the red-
olence of benzine. Of course, a great many
persons have catarrh and some persons pre-
fer garlic to lilacs. There are tastes and
tastes. It is really surprising that perfu-
mery makers have not already put upon the
murket something llke “Extract of auto for
the bath,” “Sachet of wild benzine for the
toilet,” “Eau de gasoline” or “Honk-honk
cologne,"”

But while some persons belleve that an
auto is as fragrant as a mint julep on a
dusty day in a midsummer drouth, there are
other persons who feel that the auto, in the
matter of odor, Is imperfzet. In fact, they
feel that It is positively defective. A man
as richly saturated in fumes as an automo-
bile would not be welcome ia some polite
society.

The charge that the odor of an auto i3
noxious s based on expert testimony. Per-
haps no man who knows a hawk from a
handsaw would condemn even an automo-
bile on the testimony of experts, but still
this testimony is cumulative and tends to
confirm what honest and intelligent persons
have long suspected.

The accusation agalnst the auto reads
thus:

‘““A British physicilan calls attention to
what he considers a dangerous attribute of
the gasoiine automobile; namely, its ex-
haust, from which the waste gases of the
explosions are given off. He cites the fol-
lowing case in proof of his view: In a room
of about 2,000 cublc feet capacity, the doors
and windows of which were closed, four
men for the space of twenty minutes were
engaged in testing _an B-horsepower oll en-
gine. Before the completlon of the trial
one of the men went out complalning of
‘feeling bad’ and had nausea. All four
were subsequently slick and complaining of
violent headaches and throbbing of the
temples. One of them, who came to see the
doctor several days later, showed marked
anaemia and later developed a large car-
buncie. *The symptoms,” saya the doctor,
‘pointed to earbon monoxide poisoning,”
which {s the most dangerous constituent of
ordinary illuminating gas."

Early Closing.

With the advent of the summer season
comes the tendency of the local merchants
to conserve the health of their employes
by closing their establishments somewhat
earller on all days but Saturday. Wash-
Ington has been especially fortunate In this
respect in the past and it iz gratifying
to note that the early-closing movement
will be continued thls season, perhaps with
extensions Into lines of business not here-
tofore included. No actual loss of trade
Is suffercd by the establishments which are
closed at five or flve-thirty instead of six
o'vlock. The public adjusts Itself to the
change and buys its goods within the cur-
tilled hours just as freely as though the
doors were held open longer. And the
merchants who thus take thought for thelr
workers reap an advantage in the better
health and the greater zgeal of the employes,
who appreclate this consideration. This Ia
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a continuous roar by the sounds of traffic.
In the comparatively quiet parts of the

town the street noises are the less endur-
able because they are more sharply defined.
Three boys playing in the early evening in
a resldenge section of the city can disturb
more people than a hundred boys down-
town during the business hours, Every-
thing Is relative. The noises are relative
to each other, and to the sensitlveness of
the Indlvidual. Some people are extremely
susceptible Lo the annoyance of loud-volced
street vendors. To others the ting-ting-ting
of -the scissors man’'s bell Is maddening.
The sick are rendered feverish, the well
are provoked beyond endurance,

In these summer days and nights, when
windows are perforce kept open, the street
noises are a particular nuisance. It is
important to keep qulet, to refrain from
indulgence in ill temper, to look placidly
on the world. But how can a man keep
quiet and remain calm when his ears are
dinned by distracting, plercing sounds, put-
ting his nerves on edge and causing him to
think yearningly of the green flelds and
deep woods of the country?

The remedy for these noises llea largely
In the hands of the Diatrict authoritles,
who can enforce the police regulations to
the end of reducing nulsances to a minl-
mum. It lies also largely in the hands of
the individual parents. who can, by dint of
proper discipline, keep thelir children In a
more quiet state. It is a strange fact of
human nature that often the person who
is most urgent In his complaints about
street nolses is father of the most rlotous
children of the neighborhood. Let every
citizen look closely around at home for
opportunities to reduce the wvolume of
sound. There is acarcely ary chance of
waste effort. In nearly every household
are the elements of unnecessary nolse. It
is not well or possible to check the galety
of children altogether, making little mum-
mies of them. But there is a middle ground
of common sense, on which the parent can
stand for good behavior and juvenile ac-
tivity together.

If every man will honestly look at this
question in an altrulstic splrit and try to
put himself In the place of his nervous
neighbor, perhaps the problem wlill be easy
to solve. And meanwhile every quiet-loving
citizen will pray that the Commissioners
will not grant the petition of the hucksters
to be permlitted to yell at discretlon and
ring door bells.

Miles,

General Miles denies the rumor of his
coming marrilage. One campaign at a time.
He Is wooing fortune for a political prize
just now, and that is quite enough to oc-
cupy him. If the democrats of Massachu-
setts put him up for governor, and the
people of the state then elect him to the
office, he will have a good deal on his
hands. The duties of the place are not
exacting, but General Miles as governor
would not confine himself to routine. He
would see, as would many of his friends,
something beyond that for him in the politl-
cal world, and his best endeavors would
probably be directed toward securing it.
This yarn about Cupid is probably an in-
vention of the enemy, designed to distract
the general's attention from the real object
of his pursuit.

The fact that a locomotive had the temer-
ity to beat him In a race with his automo-
blle may tempt the kaiser to look further
into these theories as to government owner-
ship of rallways,

If Mr. Jerome decldes to take up the
Equitable affair in dead earnest, Miss Nan
Patterson wlill possibly suggest that he put
Mr. Rand In charge of the case.

It is hoped that the peace commissioners
are not expected to develop so much cool-
ress as not to notice a few warm waves.

By this tlme Mr. Dalrymple must be
tempted to admit that Chicago never can
become just ltke Glasgow,

Mr. Bowen. has assuredly missed a few
opportunities to display superior diplomatic
talents.

" BHOOTING STARS.

A Chicago Conversation.
“Is there much profit in ralsing beef?"
sald the farmer.
'_'l\'r)t as much as there (3 In ralsing
prices,” answered the trust magnate.

Against Her Principles.

“Did you give him his conge?’
Mamlie. .

“Certalnly not,” answered Ethel Maude
as she dalntily bit off another plece of
chewlng gum. ‘I never did see any sense
In returning engagement presents.”

sald

Enjoyment.
'Tis not the man who oeccuples
The place of prominence
Who feels the joy of living
In its most emphatic sense,
The man up In the grand-stand seat
Of fun oft finds a dearth.
But the fellows in the bleachers
Always get thelr money's worth,

. A Benefactor.
“Who has done most for modern Amerl-
can humor?” asked an after-dinner orator.
“I don’t recail his name,” answered the
other. “But it was the man who invented
the scrap-book.”

How It Worked.

“Things don’t always turn out as we plan
them,"" sald the philosopher,

“No," answered the apprehensive person.
“I took out life insurance In the Iniquitable
Company to relleve my mind about the
future, and all I got was more worry.”

A Suburban Martyr.
Young Judkins bought a cottage neat;
It had a big front yard.
To keep It tldy and complete
He labored long and hard.
The grass and weeds all rankly grew,
And every day at dawn
And every night when work was through,
Young Judkins mowed the lawn.

And when he'd worked across the lot
With armsg and ankles sore,

The slde where he began had got
As shaggy as before.

The nelghbors watched the struggle grim
"Twixt grass and human brawn.

They sometimes sought to comfort him,
But Judkins mowed the lawn.

When to hizs office he would go,
That grass was on his mind.

In dreams he oft could see it grow.
His lonely wife repined

And thought of sociables and Leas
Where other wives had gone.

She yearned for simple joys like these,
But Judkins mowed the lawn.

The other men whom he had known
Progressed on life's affairs,

Though some of them scant zeal had shown
in small domestic cares,

His lonely wife eloped one day
And left her rings In pawn.

The servants all refused to stay.
But Judkins mowed the lawn,

Out for Good. \
From the Chicago Record-Herald,

James H. Hyde declares that he Is “out
of the Equltable for good." Most of the
pollcy holders will be inclined to believe
him—if he is out.

Carnegie's Chance,
From the Philadelphia Inguirer,

If Mr. Carnegle will kindly loan Russia
the cash to pay her indemnity obligations,
he will have a most glorious chance to die
poor.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
“IN THE STAR

The publlc schools were closing during

this week of 1855, even as they are now.

but there was a difference.

Publie Those were the days of the
Schools.

“‘examination,” that formid-

able visitation by "'grave and
reverend selgnors” who asked embarrassing
guestions not in the books, and whose faces
at times seemed to be strangely contorted
with suppressed merriment. But they were
good old days, and there i3 nothing now
quite to equal the delightful sensations of
the “‘examinations’’ which proved to the
satisfaction of the public’'s representatives
that the teachers had done their work well.
In The Star of June 18 It Is noted:-

“Primary School Number 1, first district,
Washington Library (1ith street), Miss M.
Q. Wells, teacher, is to be examined to-
morrow afternoon by Measrs. Bennett, Da-
vis, Bacon and At Lee. Also Primary
School No. 1, second district, Miss E. Par-
sons, teacher, school house, Judiclary
Square, by Messrs. Magruder, Bates, Dick-
inson and 'Pearson; and Primary No. 1, ju-
nior department, third district; Miss J. F.
Acton, teacher, public school house, late
market house, by Messrs. Hanson, Polk and
Knight.”

The subsequent issues of the week con-
tained notices of the examinations, all of
which seemed to give entire satisfaction.
The Star took occasion to report upon the
deplorable condition of some of the school
quarters, that of junior section No. 2, sec-
ond district—exact locality not mentioned—
being especially objectionable, *‘one of the
worst school rooms in the city, * * * be-
low the surface of the ground, very damp,
with no sufficlent yard or proper outbuild-
ings.”

*
* %
On Tuesday, June 19, The Star printed an
article descriptive of a novel method of
cooking by gas which had
A QGas been adopted by Mr. Willard
Hotel. It
Stove. of the National
was recommended highly by
those eplcures who had “tested the steaks
broiled upon |t. w

“The cleanliness of the operatlon,” says
The Star, “and “the preservation of the
sweetness of the meats, to say nothing of
the convenience of the arrangement, ml_l_st
certainly recommend it to general favor.

The stove consisted then, as now, of a
series of perforated pipes, into which the
gas was introduced by a flexible tube,

The recent competition between Li}o rall-
roads running from New York to Chicago
to break speed records gives a timely in-
terest to the following item in The Star
of June 20:

“The guickest time ever made over the
Rochester and Buffalo railroad was mlxrh'
on the 12th Instant by the expr?ssl.lram-—
the locomotive Buffalo, Jerry K. Guile, en-
gineer—having done it in one hour and thir-
ty-six minutes, including stops. This is at
the rate of a mile in about a minute and a
quarter, stops included.”

Not so bad for half a century back.

*
* %

“Some time ago,” says The Star of June

21, “we were privileged to enter a small

tenement in the fifth ward,
Capitol which Is retired from the
Statuary. street and has over the door

the words, ‘No Admittance.’
We there saw an Itallan chiseling in white
marble—a model in clay beside him—the fig-
ure of an Indian girl In a half-kneeling posi-
tion, holding In her hands a vessel fash-
Joned according to the pattern of a deep and
nearly round shell.

“Crawford, the great Amerlcan sculptor,
has recently forwarded to the same studio
two figures in plaster to be there counter-
feited in marble (and twelve more, we learn,
are to be prepared by order of the govern-
ment by that distingulshed artist). The
first is an emblem of Mechanics—a full
length representation of an artisan, with
his sleeves uprolled, the collar of his shirt
open, and with hammer in hand, reposing
near a cog wheel The countenance is In-
dicatlve of an amiable and placid tempera-
ment, and his eyes are directed toward
heaven, as {f In contemplation of a brighter
future; and the second typefies Education—
two boys, the arm of one encircling the
walst of the other. The younger carries a
book, while the elder points him to the fu-
ture, thus encouraging his companion to
‘press onward and upward.’

“These statues are intended to adorn the
addition to the Capitol, and will, together
with the fresco painting and other artlstic
embelllshments, serve to render the great
councll house of the nation an object of es-
pecial interest. A free, prosperous and in-
dependent confederacy should, while pro-
viding elegant accommodations for its popu-
lar representatives, give some evidence of
its appreclation of the fine arts, such as
those to which we have alluded, and which
will adorn the structure In question,”

™
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All romance had not then dled out under

the crush of modern conditlons. The trou-

badour had mnot ceased his

Musical charming practice of chant-
Lovers.

ing his lay of love bencatn

the window of his falr one.
Witness this brief but expressive news note
in the issue of June 22:

“Last night quite a crowd of persons col-
lected on the corner of 12th street and the
avenue to listen to the performances of
two gentlemen upon a flute and a guitar
They were serenading a lady in that neigh-
borhood. The performances were of the
most brilliant character, consisting allo-
gether of pieces with varlations.””

Yet gallantry of the highest type was not
the unbroken rule, as this paragraph In the
same Issue attests:

“Impudence.—Visiting the markets, fol-
lowing respectable ladies and staring them
out of countenance. Remedy: Arrest by a
police officer, or a cowhide well laid on the
recreant’s limbs. The latter not improb-
able, and the well:known offender had bet-
ter practice decency or be prepared for the
onslaught."”

In the issue of Saturday, June 23 appears
a letter signed "One of the Vietims," calling
attentions to the ordinance forbidding the
discharge of firearms *In any street, ave-
nue, alley, open space, public square or in-
closure, or in any other part of the city
within 200 yards of any bullding.” The
writer complalned that every nlght between
12 and 1 o'clock the watchman at the
treasury buiflding—there seems from this to
have been only one—fired off a “blunder-
buss.'" It was understood that hls purpose
was “to frighten the plgeons whieh have
accumulated under the eaves of the bullding
In such quantities as to constitute a nul-
sance.’’

“I beg leave to say,” continues The Star's
correspondent, “that in my apinion the rem-
edy is worse than the disease, But why
should the peace of an unoffending and
semi-somnorous neighborhond be disturbed
by the reverberations which are nightly
made to roll and thunder through that im-
posing colonnade, when the desired object
might be obtained without this grievous
nuisance? Why not pull the old barn down?
It I8 a matter of surprise to me that a
remedy so simple, s0 2ummary, so radical
and so effectual has never suggested itself
to the legislative mind. Verbum sat.'"

MOROCCO'S INQUEST.

From the Indianapolis News,

And it Is a little difficult, too, to see how
Morocco is golng to manage to get up
much enthusiasm over an international
conference concerning its affairs,

"

From the Chicago Tribune.

Meanwhile, If England, Germany, France
and Spain are seeking for an eligihle place
on neutral ground for the holding of a
peace conference, it is believed there will
be no conflict of dates to hinder them from
meeting In Washington, D, C.

From the Portland (Me) Advertiser

The Morocean understanding between
France and England appears to he for the
good of all concerned, including even
Moroeco herself, but because Warlord Wil-
Ham ecan find some fault with it he may
make it the means of precipitating the all-
dreanded genera! European war.

From tke Newark Evenlng News.

Fortunately we flshed Mr. Perdlenris out
of his trouble in tlme to avold being mixed
up In this Morocean business with Ger-
many, France and the rest.

From the Charleston News and Courler.
80 Morocco attains to the dignity of a
bone of contention.

ABYSSINIA, THE NEWBORN NATION

The treaties made by Abyssinia with oc-
cidental nations within the last decade and
those being actually executed
Obscure give that country a place
m.tory_ among the civilized peoples
of the globe. The history of
Abyssinia, or, properly, Ethiopia, is obscure.
About the middie of the eighth century be-
fore our era, the Flimyarites established
colonies in southern Arabla and on the Af-
rican coast of the Red sea. The first se-
rious documents relating to them date from
Lthe second century A.D. and mention the
kingdom of Axium, cited by Pliny In the
year 70 A.D. Bubsequently the colonies In-
creased, and Ptolemy Tvergite and his suc-
cessors sent expeditions similar to those
belng dispatched at present to open the door
both in Asia and Africa.

Christianity was intreduced into Ethlopla
in the fourth century by Frumentius. In
the sixth century Atle Kaleb, Emperor of
Ethiopia, undertoock, with the ald of the
Greeks, a war known as the war of the
elephant, to restore his authority in Arabla
and protect Christianity, A century later
the Arabs, become Musulman, conquered
Egypt. and establishing themselves on tha
Red sea, founded the Musulman kingdom
of Zella. Abyssinia, defended by its moun-
tains, preserved {ts Christian falth as re-
ceived from the church at Alexandria under
Eutyches, Subsequently In the fifteenth
century the Portuguese under Christopher
de Gama, brother of the illustrious Vasco,
came to the rescue against Ahmed the Mus-
ulman, introducing the Roman Catholle
missionary and dividing Abyssinia into two
parties. Aside from the loss of several
provinces, two kingdoms were formed, the
Tigre and Choa, between which hostility
has always existed.

In 1855 Kassa, a natlve chief, profiting by
the disorder then dominant, caused himself
to be proclalmed Negus under the title of
Theodorcs I. The latter addressed a letter
to Queen Vietoria, which gave offense to the
British consul, whom Theodoros, with
others, 'mprisoned. An army of British and
Indian troops under Sir Robert Napler was
sent to punish the indignity, and defeated
at Magdala Theodoros, who committed
suicide. Kassa Ras of Tigre succeeded to
the throne and was crowned at Axlum un-
der the title of Johannes.

In 1870 the writer met Lord Napler of
Magdaia, then en route to India as British
governor general, who, in the course of con-
versation on shipboard, gave him a graphie
and detailed account of his campalgn in
Abyssinia, the capture of Magdala and
death of Theodoros.

War between Egypt and Abyssinia was
declared In 1875, and the Egyptian army
was defeated with great loss at the baitle
of Khya Khor. A number of American offi-
cers of the Egyptian staff participated In
that unfortuna'e affair, among whom was
Col. W. McE. Dye, formerly major in
the United States army and chief of police
of Washington, D. C. Col. Dye published an
account of the Abyssinian ecampaien in a
volume entitled “Egypt and Abyssinia.”

*
E I

The Emperor King Johannes proposed to

the writer, then In Egypt, in 1582 that if
L the Freneh government
Proposition would sustain the effort he
to France, Would attack the Mahdl with
an Abyssinlan army of 130,-

00, capture Khartoum and destroy the in-
surgents. The writer submitted a note In
this sense to the French minister of foreign
affairs, M. Ferry, dated the 11th of Decem-
ber, 1883, adding that the opportunity to
cut the projected road from cape to Cairo
should not be lost; that, besides the possible
Christianlzation of the Soudan under Jo-
hannes, it would compel England to aban-
don Egypt and thus restore the joint control
which existed prlor o the British occupa-
tion of Egypt in 1882, M. Ferry replied that
the risk was great and that, having won
the sobriquet of the “Tonkinois’ by reason
of his advocacy of the acqulsition of Ton-
kin, he had no ambition to add to such
titles that of the *“Abyssinien.” That Eng-
land had no such secruples was manifest,
The unauthorized and Inexplicable publica-
t}nn of the note to M. Ferry in an English
journal provoked immedlate action on the
part of the British government, which has-
tened to send Admiral Hewett as chief of a
mission to the Abyszinian capital, charged
with presents, etc., to achieve for Johannes
tilat which the latter had proposed to
France. Although the French resident at
Obok was ordered to proceed at once to the
Abyssinian eapital to anticipate the English

mission, It was nevertheless a lost -
tunity. e
I'he emperor proved hls falth In the

proposition rejected by M. Ferry. ;
years later, in 1859, the wrtlerrywafhlz
Korea and read with interest the cable
dispatehes announcing that King Johan-
nes had undertaken the expedition against
Khartoum; that with his army of 130.000
warriors he had met and defeated the
Mahdists at Gallabat on the Bahr-el-Azrak:
that King Johannes, after the battle, had
been killed by accident; that a fight had
ensued among the jealous chiefs and their
partisans for the succession; that the
enemy, apprised of the situation, returned
to the attack and destroyed or drove the
victorious Abyssinians back to their coun-
try. The presence of European and
American officers in the Abyssinlan army,
as proposed, would have rendered impos-
sible the defeat that followed victory.

Had King Johannes captured Khartoum
the power of the Mahdl would have been
hopelessly broken; there would have been
no disaster to the 10000 men of Hicks
Pasha; Gordon would not have returned
to the Soudan, would not have been killed:
there would have been no Emin Pasha to
betray the Ezyptian government, no ex-
penditure of 30,000 pounds as the price of
Emin's treason, no burlesque rescue expe-
ditlon by Stanley, and finally, no massacre
of Christian missionaries nor Britfsh pro-
tectorate over Egyptian Uganda.

King Johannes dead, Chlef Menelik suc-
ceeded to the throne. Italy in the mean-

time, by an arrangement with Great Brit-
aln, occupled Massonah. Subsequently Italy
clalmed to exercise a protectorate over
Abyssinia by virtue of the treaty of Uc-
chali, but Menelik promptly denounced the
treaty and war was begun, which ended in
the disastrous defeat of the Italluns at
Adowa in 1806, .

The story of the drama at Adowa is con-
talned In a volume published in Paris In
1869 entitled “Memoires d'Afrique.” by Gen,
Oreste Baratlerl. The writer first met Gen.
Baratierl during the winter and spring of
1891 in Calro, when en route to assume com-
mand as the governor of Massonah. It was
at the hospitable board of a mutual friend,
Dr. Abbate Pasha, the distinguished presi-
dent of the Geographical Soclety of Calro.
Among those Invited to do honor to the
governor of Massonah were: Gen. Minottl
Garibaldi, Admiral Turl, commanding the
Mediterranean squadron of the Italian
navy; the Count de Mirafoscl, the Itallan
consul in Calro.

*

* %
Gen. PBaratierl had fought with Gen.
Garibaldi, sr., in Siclly in 1800, and the

. meeting therefore with his
Baratieri’s old commander's son was a
Defeat. pecullar pleasure aside from

the latter's individuality.
Gen. Baratlerl was a member of the Ital-
lan chamber of deputies, colonel of the
famous Bersieglierl—that is to say, legla-
lator and soldier. Crispl, the ambitious
minister, was in need of a striking victory
in Abyssinia to sustain his waning power:
he chose Baratierl. The Itallan commander
captured Kassala In 1805, and advancing
Into the Tigre he twice defeated the chiefs
of that province. Menelik then took the
fleld with 10000 men, and Baratier!, with
his 20,000, unable to cope with them,
abandoned Adowa for Adigrat. Crispl In-
sisted upon making a stand, and in the
hopeleas conflict the Itallans lost 2600 offi-
cers and 7,000 men and all thelr artillery,
arms and munitions. The wretched Crispi
ordered his victlm before a court-martlal,
which, though it absolved the general, did
not dare censure the minister. Baratierl
died in 1001 in Arco In the Tyrol and
Crispl followed a few days afterward.

France, England and Italy have estab-
lished commercial treaties with Abyssinla
within the last ten years. The United Statea
executed a treaty at Addis Ababa Decem-
ber 27, 1903, which was proclaimed Sep-
tember 30, 1904. The treaty commences:
“His Majesty Menecllk I, King of Kings
of Ethiopla, and the United States of
Amerlea having agreed to regulate the com-
mercial relations between the two coun-
trles, ete., ete.”

France was the first nation to send a min-
ister to the Abyssinian eapital. The Lon-
don Morning Post of March 18 of this year
says: “Ten years ago France was the only
European power which possessed any real
influence In Abyssinia. But year by year
it has suffered decline, until today French
diplomacy is obliged to confess that it Is
unable to secure the fulfillment by the
Abyssinlan sovereign of the obligations he
has undertaken toward a French com-
pany.”

MM. llg and Chefneux, Swiss and French
citizens, have occupled positiors of conti-
dence and trust at the capital for several
vears. In March, 18M, they were granted
by Menelilk a concession to construct a
railway from libuti to Harar, Entotto,
Kaffa and the White Nile. The Ethiopian
Railway Company was formed in accord-
ance with the terms of the concession, and

the French government promptly granted
a concession for the part from libuti to the |
Abyssinian frontier, )
1

¥ %
Menellk meanwhile has become dlstrust-
ful, having been told Insidlously that
France alms at nothing less
Menelik than a protectorate over

Distrustful. Abyssinia. What wonder,
then, that Menellk refuses to
sign the convention which a wise and care-
ful diplomat would have had the king sign
long ago? The present proposition is to
induce France to abdleate its former pre-
dominance at court and dlvide its influence
with England, and, thus disarming the
king's suspicions, obtaln his coveted signa-
ture to the convention, wilthout which the
Ethiopian Railway Company ecannot con-
tinue construction. The proposition, which
has been discussed in the French chamber,
is called the internationalization of the rail-
way company. What, it may be askad ap-
pertunely, has the French minister at Adis
Ababa been dolng that hls country's In-
terests have thus been superseded? What,
indeed, has M. Delcasse been doing that this
situatibn should have been created? Fa-
choda, Fez and now Adis Ababa! It was
surely time for a change of ministry.

Meanwhile the Abyssinfan capital 1s at-
tracting the attention of the commercial
as well as the political world. in March
of the present year Menellk granted a con-
cession to establish at Addis Ababa a branch
of the Natlonal Bank of Egypt. Germany
will establish a mint. A German commer-
clal mission has just executed a commer-
cial treaty, Austro-Hungary has sent a
vessel of war with presents for the king
and will likewlse make a treaty. The Unlted
States has recelved querles rom Messrs.
Goolamally, Mohamedally & Co. of Harar
and Assadourian of Addls Ababa, whose
names are significant, reguesting samples
of a long list of articles and—"particularly
guns and rifles of the United States regu-
lar army types wiith migiat become an ar-
ticle of commerze In a large way'—which
i3 suggestive, :

In view of the natural talent of the Abys-
sinlan for fighting, may It not be oppor-
tune to suggest that the powers interested
commercially In Abyssinia combine to in-
terdict the sale of fiearms there? More
than that, no military Eurupes n Instruction
or organization should b2 permitted, nor
any Abyssinian student accorded the privi-
lege of study In a military academy, and
for manlfest reasons: “That we but teach
bloody Instructions, which being taught,
return to plague the inventor.’

CH, CHAILLE-LONG.

WASHINGTON'S UNDERSTUDIES.

From the Columbus Dispatch,

Chicago, Denver, St. Paul, Newport and
Milwaukée are thus far the leaders among
the clties that have proposed to entertain
the peace commissioners in case Washing-
ton proves to be too hot,

From the Toledo Blade.

If Washington gets too hot for the peace
plenlpotentiaries, Prof. Moore, chief of the
national weather bureau, is right there to
sit on the lid.

From the Hartford Times.

Chicago has been presumptuously putting
in a bid for the peace conference, although
it's difficult to Imagine a more unfit and
unnatural spot for a peace gathering.

From the Tucoma Ledger.
The peace plenipotentiaries will probably
meet at Washington and adjourn to New-

port or Saratoga. The attractions of
Amerlea’s famous summer resorts will be
irresistible to the diplomats, -

From the St, Louls Globe-Democrat,

If the peace commissioners should hold
their meeting Iin Chicago somebody would
try to bribe one side or the other to throw
the game.

From the Indianapolis Star.

One of the inducements that Chicago
offered to get the peace conference to come
to it was the promise of an armed escort
for the plenipotentiaries whenever they
might care to go on the streets.

From the Buffale Commerclal.

Several cities are applying now for the
honor of being the actual meeting place
for the peace conference. What's the mat-
ter with Buffalo?

Frem the Des Molnea Capltal
It will probably be known elther as the
Treaty of Washington or of Oyster Bay.

From the Newark Advertlser,

Chicago might urge, as an inducement
for the peace conferces to meet there, that
the new flyer has made It easier than ever
to get away qulckly.

-NORWAY.

From the Atlanta Constitutlon,

1f the Norwegians will walt four years
they may be able to secure no less a per-
sonage than Theodore Roosevelt for their
throne.

FFrom the Hartford Times.

Before the forty Norwegian student sing-
ers were admitted to the White House yes-
terday they were told that they must say
nothing about the affalrs or polities of their
native land when presented to Mr. Roose-
velt, It was possible for some impulsive re-
mark about Norwegian independence to be
addressed to the President, which he would
kave been compelled to ignore. No Euro-

pean “ruler” would presume to listen to the
aspirations of a band of foreigners for free-
dom and independence, and sinee the United
States has become a “great world power" it
is necessary for our chief of state to be In
fashion,

From the P'hiladelphla Ledger.

If Norway is in a hurry to have the Presi-
dent recognize it as an Independent state,
the Norwegians might cite to him the case
of Panama.

From the Clhleago Tribune.

A Norse? A Norse? Half my kingdom
for a Norse?—King Osecar.

From the Columbus Dispateh,

There Is a feeling In this country thatd
“Presldent Nansen of Norway' would have
a pleasant sound.

From the Chleago Record-Herall,

Norway stands pat, but doesn't call

it
that.

From the Stoux Clty Tribune.
Should Norway become a republic it is
feared that crowns and other appurtenances

Lhtt-ri-ru will experience a slump In the mar-
et.

NOTES OF MEN AND WOMEN.

The dowager empress of China is valn of
her hands, the nails of which are geveral
irches long..

Paul Deroulede, the old French irreconell-
able, duelist and journalist, who was ban-
ished from France for ten years, is to be
included in the general amnesty which will
be granted on the oceasion of the French
national festival, July 14, the anniversary
of the fall of the Bastille. Degroulede has
spent his exile In Spain, and it appears to
be partly at the sollcitation of King Alfonso
that he will now be pardoned.

Andrew D. White tells this story of Rob-
ort Browning. The poet one morning, hear-
ing a nolse In the street before his house,
went to his window and saw a great crowd
guzing at some Chinamen in gorgeous cos-
tunes who were just leaving their carriages
to mount his steps. Presently they were
announced as the Chinese minister at the
court of St. James and his suite. A solemn
presentation having taken place, Browning
sald to the interpreter, “May 1 ask to what
I am Indebted for the honor of his excel-
lency's visit?"  The Interpreter replied:
“Hls excellency is a poet in his own coun-
try.” Thereupon the two poets shook hands
heartlly. Browning then said: “"May I ask
to what branch of poetry his excellency de-
votes himself?” To which the Interpreter
answered: “Hils excellency devotes himself
to poetical enigmas.” At this Browning,
recognizing fully the comic element in the
situation, extended his hand most cordially,
saying: “His excellency Is thrice welcome;

he is a brother Indeed!"”

CITY DISCOYERER
MEETS A GENIUS

The other afternoon the Clty Discoverer,
appressed by the heat and humidity of the
city, and feeling that the thermometer was
teo high even for one of his favorite ram-
bles, rode by elevator to the top of the
Washington monument. There he found It
coonl and pleasant and breezy, and taking
his position at one of the big windows be-
side a foreign-looking man with a martial
air and a bristly mustache, gave himself up
to a contemplation of the view. Rut the
City Discoverer was too soclably Inelined to
remain quiet long.

“It i= beautiful, is It not?" he remarked
at length to the man with the bristly mus-
tache.

But the stranger dld not reply, nor even
look up from the book he was intently ox-
amining, and the Discoverer finally remark-
ed, a trifle louder: “The view is beautiful,
Is it not?"*

“Excuse.” replied the forelgn-looking per-
son. 1l was examinationing it mit a guids
book. I do not llke to be whers 1 have no
Informationlngs on what s being obser-
vationed.™

The Clty DMscoverer looked a trifla puz-
zled, “Excuse me,"” he sald, “but 1 don't
quite—""

“Now.,” sald the foreign-looking person,
Interrupting the Discoverer, 1 have i{nfor-
mationed myself, as you can see. On the
left, where der eye stops rolls der Pacific,
to der right sleeps Alexandria, In der roas
ist Chlcago and direct from der face out yst
der apires of Oyster Bay. Have I desciin-
tioned correct?”

“Goodness ! sald
“You must have—""

“T know it,”" replled the stranger
considerationed der gulde book
speaks itself."’

“IMd you say you like the view?*
Discoverer began, timldly, afler a pause.

“I hat better palnted,” the forelgn-looking
person replied with becoming modesty, giv-
Ing an upward twirl to his bristly mustache,

“What view did you paint?”’ the Discov-
erer inquired with Interest,

“One which was never before observa-
tioned,” replied the stranger. 1 Imagined
it from der head out and made reproduc-
tlonings and descriptionings.  But {t is easy
to paint. [ can also lay brick and do lignt
houseworkings."'

The Discoverer was silent for a2 time and
gazed at the complacent stranger with side-
long glances. “Do vou not notice the music
of the breeze as it blows about this elevated
structure?” he ingquired at length.

The foreign-looking person twirled his
mustache. I haf hetter musle than that
comuvpositioned,” he sald, modestly,

“What was 1t7" the PM=coverer inqulred
with corziderable interest

*“That has never been determinationed.™
the stranger replled with a frown
opinfonated that it was an anthem,
nthers decisioned that {t was comically
opera,”™

“And what did you say it was
City DMiscoverer

“That is an impertination,” =ald the f
eign-looking stranger, “but T will fn
It is easy to composition. T can also shos
a horse and knit socks.™

the Clty Discoverer

"1 haft
until It

the

™ nsked the

“There is the White Hm 9 down there.™
remarked the City Discoversr when the si-
lenee had become rather strained “Did vou

ever sae Prespdent Roosevelt?”

“I hafl never ohservationed lim.*
the stranger, “but we are acquaintanced,
Some day I will smote him from der face
In.*"

replied

“*MA you ever read any of his books ™" the
Dizcoverer Inquired,
The foreign-looking person twirled his

mustache. *“I haf myself authorizationed n
better book,” he remarked, modestly

“What was it about?"’ Inaguired the Clhty
Discoverer with a show of Interest,

“That also I haf never admittanced ™
Mied the foreign-looking person, modestly
“Some people contentioned that It was n
love story, while others disputationed that
it was an argumentationing on the arlgina-
tioning of =pecies.  But 1t s easy to wrilte a
book. T ecan also write on a typewriter and
play the violln.*™

The City Disecoverer looked at the forelen
person In A puzzled way., ot that Individ-
nal was gazing complacently out of the
window, giving his mustache an ocecaslonal
upward twirl

“Goodnesa! that came near healnge an
dent.” erfed the City Discen pointine
toward the surface of the riv “Look! 1t
would certainly have been serious huat
tke splendld way that salling vesssl
handled. ™

The foreign-looking person Atdn't
leok, but only gave his mustache another
upward twirl.

“T can handle a boat hetter than that” he
said, modestly. “But it to sail a
hoat. 1 ecan also play pinochle and apera-
tion a chafing dish." 1

“*Is there anvthing you ean't (o™ In-
quired the City Discoverer in desperailon.

“NWothing that T haf eéver attemptationed ™
the forelgn-looking person replled with b
coming modesty.

“Then,"” sald
must bhe—""

“Make sllence,” said the stranger, quick-
ly. “I am Incognitting at present and dao
not wish to be recognizationed. If anv one
makes questionings if you haf seen Kalser
Wilhelm, speak untruthfulness and say you
hat not."

“Goodness,” sald the Clty Discoverer as
he stepped out of the elevator at the bot-
tom of the shaft and started homeward,
“who would have thought 1t?

GOOD OLD SUMMER TIME.

From the New York Mall
For the good old summer time, Inquire In
the subway.

-
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the City Discoverer, "“vou

From the Chicago Recont-1erald

This, astronomieally considered,
first day of summer And in a
the last rose will have withered

s the
fow weeks

From the Buffalo Evening News.

Coal dealers are away on their fifth an-
nual excursion,. Now we are completely at
the mercy of the ice man.

From the Plitsburg Dispateh.
Cooler weather is promised, but as the

date is not announced, we are all at liberty

to expect it Christmas day

From the Dayton News,

And we would like to suggest to the gen-
tlemen who are arguing about the real na-
ture of hell that the weather i= too
able to lend interest Lo the controversy,

Svasan-

From the Detroit Jonrnal

The warm weather has brought back our
dear old typographical friend—"sweltering
humanity' ' —we see,
From the syracuse Hernld.

It is about time to take down
weather rules and look them over.

SONGS OF SUMMER.

8. E. Kiser in the Chicago Record-IHernld.

the hot

The glad wacation time has come, the books are
laid away.
Sweet Willie's face is wreathed In smiles, ba

langhs throngh sil the day;
His teacher's trupk is packed and she
Will spend the snmmer by the sea
Awd probably sometimes contrive to be g little gay.

Vacation time! O season of the long expected
Joy;:

0O blessings on you, little girl and happy learted
by !

My nelghbor's daanghters are full grown,
And there fa nothing that 1 own
Which they in rollicking around may damage or
destroy.

From the Pittsburg ost.

The river calls! the river calis?
The urchin, freed from school,

Forsakes the place of learning's halls
And seeks the dusky pool,

Where fur beneath the sunfish les
In waters calm and clear,

O'er which proclalm the dragon files,
That swimming tlwe s here,

The viver ealls! the river calls!
The lawyer In the town

Forgets the cllent for whom he hawls,
The woolsnck and the gown,

The merchant lays his ledgera by,
Apd lends a wliling ear

To all the v iwen sprites that ery
That swimming tize Is here,

The river ealla! the river calls!
The ecareworn milllonalre

Olmervea hia mansion's lofiy walls
Dissolve beneath his stare,

Whilst vislons come of boyhowl days—
The mill race and the welr—

With summer esalling thro' the hase
That swimming time Is here,



